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(Below) Students of 
Rhomo Care College in 
Seeta-Mukono perform a 
Peace Dance to celebrate 
the International Day of 
Peace.

THiS ISSUE:
                 Violence in Our 
Schools and Communities

    On 21st September 2008, 
Uganda joined the rest of the 
world to celebrate the Interna-
tional Day of Peace.   
    The day was established by 
the United Nations General As-
sembly to commemorate and 
strengthen the ideals of peace 
within and among all nations and 
people.  The first Peace Day was 
celebrated in September 1982.  
In 2002 the General Assembly 
officially declared September 21 
as the permanent date for the In-
ternational Day of Peace. 
     The day is important for 
Uganda because of the many 
conflicts the country has expe-
rienced since independence.  In 
Uganda, there were different 
events to mark the occasion.  At 
Rhomo Care College in Seeta-

Mukono, young peace builders 
shared experiences on how to 
have a peaceful country.
    The Head Prefect, Mark 
Byoga, said promoting respect 
for one another prevents con-
flict.  Another student Christine 
Alowo said promoting a spirit of 
brotherhood can help prevent 
violence.
    Students performed a Peace 
Dance to conclude the cel-
ebrations.

www.beyondjuba.org/peace_talk.php
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a poem by 
Tushabomwe Rachael Izaara
San Giovanni School, Makiro 
Kanungu District

STAR OPINION

by Samara Madhvani
Teen Editor
Violence can occur when one least expects 
it in both your school and community.  Often 
these situations arise when there are dif-

ferences between people that in turn frustrate them.  It 
could be something as simple as being from a different 
tribe or even having a different opinion.  Violence that 
takes place at school affects the whole community as it 
interferes with the learning process.  People often cause 
violence at school to seek attention or because they are 
having problems at home.  When a violent situation is 
arising, you should know how to deal with it in a way that 
ensures that everyone remains safe.  Try and avoid con-
frontations, walk away from it, deal calmly with a violent 
person and get help from a trustworthy adult.
     Schools should have a zero tolerance policy towards 
children who perpetrate violence and teachers should 
be sensitized to look out for troubled children.
     Students can be taught conflict resolution and how 
to apply this to everyday life.  We must work together to 
get rid of violence in schools and communities and to 
try and make Uganda’s future generations peace-loving 
citizens of the world. 
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HAVE your S
AY

I am glad to join the thousands of 
peace talkers through my little con -
tribution to PeaceTalk. 
My school has a suggestion box 
where students forward their views. 
Also, students interact freely with 
�W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V���Z�K�L�F�K���J�L�Y�H�V���W�K�H�P���F�R�Q�À-
dence to air out their grievances. 
Personally, reading a novel or the 
Bible has helped me a lot especially 
during the time when I am redun -
dant. I also avoid arguments that 
could lead to violence.

Is your school or community safe? How do you 
deal with violent situations? PeaceTalk brings 
you experiences of different teenagers in 
HAVE YOUR SAY……

Students who engage in acts which 
can lead to violence like name call -
ing and discrimination are punished 
heavily.  Also, clubs which bring 
together people like charismatic 
renewal have been encouraged .On 
top of the above, disobedient stu-
dents are suspended or expelled 
making them have a sense of fear 
and respect for school regulations.

Our schools and communities will be 
peaceful if people believe in God. People 
�D�U�H���À�J�K�W�L�Q�J���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�\��
�G�R�Q�·�W���N�Q�R�Z���*�R�G��

Sometime back, my class -mate abused me because I had delayed with her ex -ercise book. I slapped her. When I attempted to slap her again, my classmates stopped me and we all sat down to settle the case in a peaceful way. We con -cluded by shaking hands. Thereafter, we became good friends .Now we are sitting on the same desk.

Ocira Patrick, S4, Gulu Parents Comprehensive College

P E A C E TA L K   C H A L L E N G E find these words in the puzzle 
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�F�R�Q�Á�L�F�W

peace

Our school has rules and regulations that guide the 
students in their attitudes, beliefs and perceptions 
about situations in life. Disobedient students are 
dismissed from the school. Also, some of the stu -
dent leaders, including myself, had training about 
peace, justice and human rights .We have a peace 
club in our school. Thank you so much for the proj -
ect of bringing peace in this global world of wars, 
more especially in northern Uganda. Together we 
shall change the world.

www.beyondjuba.org/peace_talk.php


