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FOREWORD

The Government of Uganda had always addressed the needs of
internally displaced persons through provision of humanitarian
assistance and overseeing their return, resettlement and reintegration
through normal sectoral planning. '

The need, however, arose over time for standard coordinated multi-
sectoral, multi-disciplinary procedures and guides for Government
Institutions, Development and Humanitarian Agencies in planning
and responding to matters of internal displacement of persons. This
Policy is intended to address these needs in a significant and effective
manner.

The Policy builds on existing international humanitarian law and
human rights instruments and relevant national laws. The Policy
will play a significant role in raising awareness of the needs and
rights of IDPs, mobilising support within the country and from the
development and humanitarian community.

Whereas we cannot stop the occurrence of natural hazards and some
of the human-induced crises, with collective effort and proper
planning, we can reduce their chances of turning into disasters and
minimize their impact on the affected population and the economy.

I wish to thank all of those who contributed to the preparation of
this policy and urge all those institutions involved in protection and
the provision of assistance to the IDPs to adhere to this policy. In so
doing we shall go a long way in achieving the much needed
improvement in the status and treatment of IDPs.

Msaes ML U G,
Lt. Gen (Rtd) Moses Ak

First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Disaster Preparedness
and Refugees
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PREAMBLE

This Policy establishes the principles which will serve as a guide to
Government institutions, humanitarian and development agencies
while providing assistance and protection o Internally Displaced
Persons in Uganda. The Policy specifies the roles and responsibilities
of Government institutions, humanitarian and development agencies.
donors and the displaced community and other stakeholders.

Fundamental to this Policy is the recognition that Internally
Displaced Persons shall enjoy, in full equality, the same rights and
freedoms under the Constitution and all other laws. as do all other
persons in Uganda. They shall not be discriminated against in the
fulfilment of any rights and freedoms on the grounds that they are
internally displaced.

Internally Displaced Persons have the right to request and receive
protection and humanitarian assistance from national and district
authorities

In this policy. Government commits itself to:

i. Protecting its citizens against arbitrary displacement

ii. Promoting the search for durable solutions to causes of
displacement

iii. Facilitating the voluntary return, resettlement, integration and
re-integration of the IDPs

iv. Ensuring that every person, internally displaced or otherwise
receives information relating to this Policy




BACKGROUND

Large communities in Uganda have. at one time or the other been
forced or obliged to flee their homes or places of habitual residence
as a result of or in order to avoid the effects of either natural or
human-induced disasters.

From 1979 to the present day (2004), about 7 million people i.e.
over 1/3 of Uganda's population have been affected by civil conflict
and cattle rustling.

The dictatorial rule of Idi Amin (1971-79) and the subsequent
liberation war of 1979, left an estimated 500,000 people dead and
hundreds of thousands were either internally displaced or forced
into exile. The internally displaced persons ended up living in camps
where protection of their human rights. provision of food, medical
and social services were grossly inadequate.

From 1981 to 1985 the war in the Luweero Triangle caused
significant displacement and loss of lives.

The Uganda People's Army (UPA) insurgency in the North-East
followed from 1987 causing immense human suffering especially
in Soroti and Kumi Districts, leaving an estimated 300.000 people
displaced and many others dead.

In the districts of Gulu, Kitgum and Pader hundreds of thousands
of people have been internally displaced for many years as a result
of the "Holy Spirit Movement" rebel group of Alice Lakwena and
then later the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) of Joseph Kony. In
August 2003, LRA incursions into Teso and the Lango sub-regions
caused massive displacements, raising the figure to over 1.600. 000
people.
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The Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) insurgency (1994-2001)
caused the death of hundreds of people and internal displacement
of 150,000 others in the Rwenzori region.

For over a long period of time, Karamajong cattle rustling has caused
internal displacement within Karamoja, and from 1994 todate (2004)
in the neighbouring districts of Katakwi (88,623 people) and Pader
(about 23,000 people).

Natural disasters in particular, landslides and floods have displaced
large numbers of people at the slopes of Mt. Elgon, Rwenzori
Mountains, the hills of Kigezi, Ankole, the Semliki valley and along
the basin of River Nile in the North of the Country.

The trend above shows that at any one time, a number of Ugandans
will be in a state of internal displacement and hence the need for
this Policy.
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ABBREVIATIONS
ADF Allied Democratic Forces
CAO Chief Administrative Officer
CAP Consolidated Appeal Process
CDM Commissioner for Disaster Management & Refugees
DDMC District Disaster Management Committee
DDPC District Disaster Preparedness Cordinator
DPWO District Probation and Welfare Officer
DHS District Health Services
DSC District Security Committee

DHRPPS District Human Rights Promotion and Proctection
Sub-committee

IDPs Internally Displaced Persons

IATC Inter Agency Technical Committee

IMPC Inter Ministerial Policy Committee

MRE Mine Risk Eduction

MoES Ministry of Education and Sports

MoH Ministry of Health

MOU Memorandum of Understanding

MWLE Ministry of Water, Land and Environment
NGOs Non Governmental Organisations

OPM Office of the Prime Minister

OPM/DDPR Office of the Prime Minister/Department of
Disaster Preparedness and Refugees

SCDMC Sub-County Disaster Management Committee

UHRC Uganda Human Rights Commission

UNOCHA  United Nations Office for Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs

UPA Uganda Peoples Army

UPDF Uganda Peoples Defence Forces
URCS Uganda Red Cross Society

SCC Sub-County Chief

UXO Unexploded Ordnance
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